


 
 
 
 
 

CONSILIUL ȘTIINȚIFIC / SCIENTIFIC BOARD 
 
 
 

Prof. Dr. Paolo CARAFA – Sapienza University of Rome, Italy 
Prof. Dr. Carol CĂPIȚĂ – University of Bucharest, Romania 
Prof. Dr. Miron CIHO – University of Bucharest, Romania 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Emna GHITH-HMISSA – University of Sousse, Tunisia 
Prof. Dr. Andreas GUTSFELD – Université de Lorraine (Nancy 2), France 

Prof. Dr. emer. Antal LUKACS – University of Bucharest, Romania 
Prof. Dr. Ecaterina LUNG – University of Bucharest, Romania 

Prof. Dr. emer. Gheorghe-Vlad NISTOR – University of Bucharest, Romania 
Dr. Cristian Eduard ȘTEFAN – Institute of Archaeology „V. Pârvan”, 

Bucharest, România 
Prof. Dr. Christoph UEHLINGER – Universität Zürich, Switzerland 

Dr. Mădălina VÂRTEJANU-JOUBERT – Institut national des langues et 
civilisations orientales (INALCO), Paris, France 

Lect. Dr. Daniela ZAHARIA – Lect. Dr. University of Bucharest, Romania 
 
 

Comitetul de Redacție / Editorial Board 
 

Florica (BOHÎLȚEA) MIHUȚ – University of Bucharest 
Emeline-Daniela AVRAM – University of Bucharest 

Luciana-Florentina GHINDĂ – University of Bucharest 
Mădălina-Teodora COMĂNESCU – Site Administrator 

 
 

ISSN 2457 – 3809 ISSN –L 2457 – 3809 
 

https://cicsaunibuc.wordpress.com/revista/revista-online



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CUPRINS / CONTENT 

 
 
 

Articole și studii / Articles and studies 

 
Daniela ZAHARIA, Loi ou morale ? Deux interprétations de la corruption politique à 

l’époque pré-impériale de la Chine ..........................................................................  5 
Elena Isabela POPA, Ripping open Arab women in relief BM 124927 from Ashurbanipal’s 

Northern Palace. But why Arab women? A feminist reading on violence and 

otherness .................................................................................................................  23 
Ana Roxana CHIRILĂ, Plunging from the 21st Century into Ancient Greece. A study 

on how visual thinking can help historical education through the game Assassin’s 

Creed Odyssey ........................................................................................................  49 
Florica (BOHÎLȚEA) MIHUȚ, Aristocrats’ residences in the strategies of identity during 

the late Roman Republic .........................................................................................  65 
Alexandra LIȚU, Valentin BOTTEZ, Three new inscriptions from the Acropolă 

Centru-Sud Sector in Istros ....................................................................................  85 
Velichka MARTINOVA, Early Sgraffito Wares from the territory of today’s Bulgaria 

(11th – 12th centuries) ..............................................................................................  95 

 
 

Recenzii și prezentări de carte / Reviews and Book Presentations 

 
Elena Isabela Popa, Agency of Women in Mesopotamian Religion of the Second 

Millennium B.C., 2019, București, Editura Universității din București, 170 p., 
ISBN 978-606-16-109-4, Daniela ZAHARIA ......................................................  117 

Daniela Zaharia (coord.), Epidemii în Istorie, 2020, Târgoviște, Cetatea de Scaun, 
197 p. ISBN 978-606-537-498-0, Cristina POPESCU .........................................  121 

Corina Iosif, Florica (Bohîlțea) Mihuț, Daniela Zaharia, Arhive și cunoaștere, 2020, 
București, Editura Universității din București, 355 p., ISBN: 978-606-16-1198-0, 
Oana STĂNCIULESCU .......................................................................................  125 

Jes Wienberg, Heritopia: World Heritage and modernity, Lund,  Lund University Press, 
2021, 336 p. ISBN-10:   9198469932, ISBN-13  :   978-9198469936, Tatiana IORGANDA ...  129 



 4 

David M. Carballo, Collision of Worlds: A Deep History of the Fall of Aztec Mexico and 

the Forging of New Spain, New York, Oxford University Press, 2020, 351 p., 
ISBN-13: 9780190864354, Lorena IACOB ..........................................................  136 

Barry Cunliffe, John T. Koch (eds.), Exploring Celtic Origins: New Ways Forward 

Archaeology, Linguistics and Genetics, Celtic Studies Publications 22, Oxford & 
Philadelphia, Oxbow Books, 2019, 224pages, ISBN-10  : 1789250889, 
ISBN-13  :  978-1789250886, Petra–Sabina SAVIN .............................................  141 

 

 

Cronica activității CICSA – 2021 

 
Raport de activitate pentru Centrul de Istorie Comparată a Societăților Antice – 

anul 2021 ................................................................................................................  145 
 



 
 
 
 
 

LOI OU MORALE ? 
DEUX INTERPRÉTATIONS DE LA CORRUPTION POLITIQUE 

À L’ÉPOQUE PRÉ-IMPÉRIALE DE LA CHINE 
 

Daniela ZAHARIA 
Université de Bucarest 

 

 

 
Abstract: By the middle of the third century BC, the Chinese world was on the verge of a 

radical change: the existence of traditional kingdoms was about to end and unification 

within an empire had become inevitable. Two political and social visions, Confucianism 

and Legalism, compete for preferential access to the proverbial ‘prince's ear’, and the 

values and their practices seem to be diametrically opposed. We discuss these two 

visions around several passages from Han Feizi, Lunyu, Lüshi Chunqiu and Shi ji in which 

the conviction of criminal acts is correlated with the efficiency and success of the state. 

By proposing the primacy of universal law or, on the contrary, that of family loyalty, the 

two schools of thought support opposite models of political action and define two 

distinct typologies of political relations. In the last part of the commentary, we assess the 

impact of legal or moral norms on political practice, especially in the context of a series of 

events that led to the formation of the Empire under the leadership of Qin Shi Huangdi. 

Keywords: Confucianism, Legalism, Han Feizi, Lü Buwei, Warring States 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

RIPPING OPEN ARAB WOMEN IN RELIEF BM 124927 FROM 
ASHURBANIPAL’S NORTHERN PALACE. 

BUT WHY ARAB WOMEN? A FEMINIST READING 
ON VIOLENCE AND OTHERNESS 

 
Elena Isabela POPA 

University of Bucharest 
 

 

 
Abstract: Neo-Assyrian reliefs are known to depict various types of violent acts 

performed by the conquerors against their defeated enemies. The visual material speaks 

volumes about Assyrian state ideology, and about how they viewed their adversaries. 

The latter should be submitted to all kinds of atrocities to emphasize the king’s glory 

and the greatness of the god Assur. The reliefs usually depict gruesome scenes, but the 

vast majority of those who suffer such a fate consists of enemy soldiers and leaders, and 

are almost exclusively men. In Neo-Assyrian war reliefs, women are seldom represented 

and they are not shown as victims of the atrocious conduct of the conquering armies. 

Nonetheless, there is a striking representation of violence against women depicted in the 

so-called relief BM 124927 from Ashurbanipal’s Northern Palace, hosted nowadays by 

the British Museum. Even though the ripping of enemy pregnant women seems to be a 

topos in the Hebrew Bible, it is rarely encountered in the Mesopotamian area which 

makes this relief even more interesting. In this article, I will try to discuss why such an 

atrocity was committed against the Arab women, what makes them different, and why 

they are the only female victims of the Assyrian rampage depicted in the visual sources. 

Keywords: Arab women, Neo-Assyrian period, Assyrian reliefs, otherness, violence, discourse, 

power, queen 

 



 

 
 
 
 

PLUNGING FROM THE 21ST CENTURY INTO ANCIENT GREECE. 
A STUDY ON HOW VISUAL THINKING CAN HELP HISTORICAL 
EDUCATION THROUGH THE GAME ASSASSIN’S CREED ODYSSEY 

 
Ana Roxana CHIRILĂ 

University of Bucharest, Bucharest 
 

 

 
Abstract: For recent generations, the accumulation of knowledge goes through different 

procedures from the classical ones, a considerable element being the replacement of 

traditional readings with other sources of information. But some disciplines require 

quite a lot of documentation and it is hard to remember all of the information and then 

be able to share it with others. This article is proposing a different approach to how 

history is taught to the younger generation, by underlining the importance of having fun 

while learning. Using the game Assassin’s Creed Odyssey as an example, I will explain 

why visual thinking is a more effective method through which history can become fun.   

Keywords: ancient Greece, visual thinking, video games, history, education 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

ARISTOCRATS’ RESIDENCES IN THE STRATEGIES 
OF IDENTITY DURING THE LATE ROMAN REPUBLIC 

 
Florica (BOHÎLȚEA) MIHUȚ 

University of Bucharest 
 

 

 
Abstract: The conception of social and cultural identity is a deep process connected to 

the social space as a scene of multiple interactions that involves objective structures and 

mental structure as well. In a society that is facing complex conversion, as Rome has 

known in the last republican century, these social interactions generate renewals of the 

traditional frameworks for defining social actors and their space for action. This paper 

explores how Roman elites created their new identities, using residences to re-compose 

their image and value in the social space.  

Keywords: Roman Republic, aristocratic houses, strategy of identity, social space, culture 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

THREE NEW INSCRIPTIONS  
FROM THE ACROPOLĂ CENTRU-SUD SECTOR IN ISTROS 

 
Alexandra LIȚU 

University of Bucharest,  
Valentin BOTTEZ 

University of Bucharest 
 

 

 
Abstract: The present article presents three inscriptions discovered during excavations 

undertaken by the team from the University of Bucharest in Istros (Istria, Constanța County, 

Romania), in the Acropolă Centru-Sud (Acropolis Centre-South) Sector, since 2013. All three 

were found in a secondary position (fig. 2) and are very badly preserved or highly 

fragmentary. From the first (no. 1, fig. 3, dated to the 3rd c. BC) only the popular name 

Dionysios and probably letters from a patronym are preserved; the second (no. 2, fig. 4, late 

Hellenistic-early Roman) has preserved four letters of another popular name in Istros, 

Artemidoros, while from the third (no. 3, fig. 6, 3rd-1st c. BC) only the letters TPI are left, from 

the dative singular in the 3rd declension of the name of a deity – the Mother of Gods of, more 

likely, Demeter.  

Keywords: Istros, Greek names, Demeter, Mother of Gods, ancient Greek religion 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

EARLY SGRAFFITO WARES  
FROM THE TERRITORY OF TODAY’S BULGARIA 

(11TH – 12TH CENTURIES) 
 

Velichka MARTINOVA 
Regional Museum of History,  

Stara Zagora, Bulgaria 
 

 

 
Abstract: The sgraffito pottery production flourished in the Byzantine Empire during the 

late 11th and 12th centuries. During this period, the Bulgarian territories were occupied by 

the Empire, which facilitated the penetration and wide distribution of Sgraffito Wares. The 

South Bulgarian lands had always been a buffer zone and a way of transmission for 

Byzantine culture, goods, and influence. Sgraffito vessels are discovered not only in Bulgarian 

medieval towns and fortresses but also in small villages, convents, and seasonal settlements. 

The sgraffito plates found in them find exact parallels in Byzantine centres like Corinth, 

Athens, Sparta, Pergamon and, of course, the capital of Constantinople. Furthermore, some 

of the specimens have no analogue, and there is indirect evidence that somewhere in today’s 

South Bulgaria, there used to be local sgraffito production centres. This work will present and 

review all of the published materials from the territory of today’s Bulgaria, as well as some 

unpublished sgraffito pottery from South Bulgaria’s museums.  

Keywords: sgraffito pottery, Byzantine Empire, Bulgarian museums. 

 

 

 

 




