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ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO MORTUARY 

RITUALS – A SYNTHESIS 

Ciprian CREȚU 

University of Bucharest 

 

Abstract: Anthropology and archaeology have a long tradition in shaping a discourse on the 

phenomenon of death. From the very beginning of the archeological discipline there is to be 

noticed a special interest regarding the funerary contexts – the funerary inventory, the body of the 

deceased and the treatment applied to it. This paper is an attempt to review a vast literature 

concerned with the significance of funerary rituals, from both disciplines – cultural anthropology 

and archaeology – while seeking to capture the emergence of some research paradigms that marked 

the history of archaeological thought from the beginning of the 20th century till today. In an 

attempt to determine what funerary archaeology means for the researcher of the 20th and 21th 

century, I bring into discussion the two major current of archaeological thought known as 

processual and post-processual paradigms. What information may be obtained from the analysis 

of mortuary rituals and what methodologies have been formulated within such research? Which 

were the purposes of funerary rituals? What is the relevance of funerary archaeology in shaping of 

a discourse about past societies? These are just some of the questions whose answers I am seeking 

for. 

Keywords: mortuary rituals, cultural anthropology, archaeological theory and method. 

 

ATHENIAN ARCHĒ AND ITS IMPACT ON THE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND ATTIKA 

Liviu Mihail IANCU 

University of Bucharest 

 

Abstract: Some ideas resulting from a particular analysis of Athens and Attika in the second half 

of the 5th century B.C. are underscored as they are enriching the already traditional theory of 

complementarity between asty and chora in the Greek world. Thus, whereas the economic 

dependence of ancient towns (viewed as consumer centres) on the resources of their surrounding 



rural areas is also stated, in order to supplement this theory sketched by Moses Finley four decades 

ago the phenomenon of separation between the urban centre and its traditional hinterland in 5th 

century Athens is investigated, as a direct consequence of sea trade, of the new public and private 

income sources and especially of the access to new arable land, other than that of Attika. The main 

reason of this evolution is represented by the Athenian maritime supremacy in the Aegean, which 

boosted the means of the Athenian elites and demos alike to acquire wealth. 

Keywords: rural areas, arable land, abroad property, wealth, the Peloponnesian War 

 

HDT. 3.11 – PUNISHMENT, HUMAN SACRIFICE, OATH, SYMPOSION? RITUAL 

AND GROUP COHESION 

Liviu Mihail IANCU 

University of Bucharest 

 

Abstract: At the beginning of the third book of the Histories, while presenting the way Kambyses 

conquered Egypt, Herodotos makes a short digression on the way the Greek and Karian 

mercenaries serving the Egyptian king killed the children of a former comrade who defected to the 

Persians and conspicuously drank their blood, mixed with water and wine. Although the fragment 

is one of the few sources regarding the practices and rituals conducted by Greek mercenaries in 

the archaic period, the fact narrated by Herodotos remains obscure as there is no consensus whether 

it should be linked with Greek punishment customs, symposia or the blood rituals used when taking 

oaths. The interpretation proposed in this paper is that of an oath taken in order to dispel any 

suspicions regarding the commitment of some mercenaries to their former comrade’s cause. 

Keywords: mercenaries, Egypt, Phanes of Halikarnassos, battle of Pelusion 

 

 

NOTES ON THE DURA EUROPOS MAP 

Dragoș HĂLMAGI 

University of Bucharest 

 

Abstract: Since the discovery of Dura Europos parchment, several studies attempted to elucidate 

the nature and function of this remarkable artifact. The present contribution starts with an overview 



of the current research and then examines several controversial or unexplored issues. The Greek 

text was copied from a Latin source and one of the misspellings indicate the original was written 

in cursive. The itinerary was probably created by private initiative and it described a maritime 

route. The double name of the Danube is unlikely to contain a reference to the city of Histria. 

Finally, the reception of this text in Romanian historiography has been shaped by an influential 

study published more than 70 years ago, which unfortunately caused the proliferation of some 

fictitious mentions of settlements on the western coasts of the Black Sea. 

Keywords: Roman maps, Black Sea, Danube, periploi, itineraries, navigation, epigraphy, 

historiography. 

 

URBANISM AND ELITES – ROME AND THE CITIES OF ITALY (2nd Century BC – 

1st Century AD): AN OVERVIEW 

Corina Ruxandra GAVRIȘ-ȘTEFLEA 

University of Bucharest 

 

Abstract: This article brings up for discussion the urban manifestation in the Italian Peninsula, 

during the end of the Republic and beginning of the Principate, as well as the importance of the 

rural space in the definition and the evolution of urban planning. Local elites play a defining role 

as regards urban space because they are involved, to a lesser or higher extent (depending on the 

time and area), in the construction of public buildings. Also, urban development directly affects 

the elites causing changes in terms of their way of referring to the urban space. The degree of 

building development throughout the territory of Italy is not uniform. As a matter of fact, a 

different level and pace of public buildings constructions is observed between the regions in Italy. 

Furthermore, the article presents and briefly discusses the most important ideas and work 

assumptions which have marked the research at the end of the twentieth-century, with regard to 

urbanity in the Roman antiquity. 

Keywords: Urbanism, elites, urban area, rural area, ancient Rome. 

 

 

 

 



 

GLADIATORS ON FILM: SPECTACLE AND HISTORY 

Iosif TRIF 

University of Bucharest 

 

 

Abstract: The intriguing world of the Roman gladiators has been represented in many different 

ways along the brief history of the seventh art. From realistic portrayals to romanticized visions, 

film directors have offered a wide spectrum of visual spectacles that catered to the visual culture 

of the audiences they were targeting. In this analysis, we take an incursion into the minds of various 

movie directors and comment on the ways in which various cinematic stories were created. 

Keywords: cinematography, gladiators, film, visual culture, art 

 

L’ARCHITECTURE DOGON 

Luciana-Florentina GHINDĂ 

Université de Bucarest 

 

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to offer a brief review on the architectural style of the 

Dogon tribe from Mali, who is one of the most famous ethnic groups in Africa. Known for their 

amazing mask dances and wooden sculptures, they show us how the complex Dogon cosmogony 

is a part of their daily life because it explains the origin of the world and the traditional customs. 

The Dogon developed a style of mud architecture what amazes us with its variety because all the 

buildings in their village, such as granaries and toguna have a particular significance. The 

remarkable earthen architecture, social organization and religion are inseparable, everyday life 

mingle with the ritual life. 

Keywords: Architecture, Myth, Dogon, Granary, Hogon. 

 

 

 

 

 



BERSERKER: ZWISCHEN ARCHAISCHEM KRIEGER UND KÜNSTLERISCHEM 

MOTIV 

Irina-Maria MANEA 

Universität Bukarest 

 

 

Abstract: The motif of the reckless raging berserker is one of the richest in all Scandinavian 

literature. However unclear some aspects may appear, for instance the possible origin of such a 

figure, the cultural history of this warrior type and the ritual madness it embodies proves his 

noteworthy symbolic value. In this short essay we will attempt to investigate the figure in older 

sources, tracing the controversies surrounding it, as well as pointing out its impressive 

contemporary reception using Heavy Metal music as a study case. 

Keywords: warrior, Scandinavian literature, ritual of war, cultural history, symbolic value 

 

 

 


